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actresses who are also clever, professional "gold-
diggers." For a geisha without a patron is like a
carriage without a horse. "We only wish that
foreigners could be made to understand the true
situation/' added the geisha guild head.
I asked Mr. Kubo about the early geisba girls
who seem to have brought so much odium on their
modem sisters, but he was at a loss regarding
their history. Later, other sources revealed that
the first geisba were seemingly retired courtesans
of the Yoshiwara. At least, the first so-called
ffisba may be traced there, the term having been
originally used in 1761, But as early as the seven-
teenth century the retired Yoshiwara women who
were especially talented sometimes doffed their
traditional ornaments and clothing, put on simple
attire and did entertaining. However, some of
the ladies seem to have forgotten that they had
retired, so the licensed house owners of the Yoshi-
wara and Shinagawa complained of this competi-
tion to the government which accordingly forbade
retired courtesans to become entertainers of this
type. Later, when the profession was revived,
the girls were not ex-courtesans. But gtisha trou-
bles were not ended for even these entertainers,
the more talented of whom were called geisha after
1761, were lax. The government settled the ques-